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Trinity Baptist Church Belief Statement as of May 2009 
 

Whereas, we live in an age where Truth is under attack… 
 
And whereas, we believe God’s Word is Truth… 
 
And whereas, we, as God’s people, have a Biblical responsibility to keep God’s church free from 
false teachings, heresies, and anything that may undermine the authority and inerrancy of 
Scripture… 
 
We, the members of Trinity Baptist Church of Smithville, Texas, therefore do feel the need to state 
and clarify our positions on certain issues that are currently confronting God’s Church in American 
culture. 
 
I. The Inerrancy, Inspiration and Authority of Scripture 
 

We believe the original autographs of sacred Scripture to be fully inspired by God the Holy 
Spirit and fully inerrant, but that none of the original writings exist today.  Nonetheless, it is the 
firm trust and belief of Trinity Baptist Church that God Almighty did sovereignly and 
purposefully preserve for His Church accurate and trustworthy original language manuscripts 
which scholarly and sincere men and women have faithfully interpreted and translated into 
modern day English.  Thus, it is with great faith and confidence that we affirm the Holy Bible as 
God’s inerrant, inspired and infallible Word.   

 
II. Homosexuality 
 

We believe all sex (including, but not exclusive to intercourse) performed outside of God’s 
prescribed boundaries (marriage between one man and one woman) is sin.  Homosexual sex falls 
outside of God’s prescribed boundaries and, thus, is sinful in the eyes of the Lord. 
 
Not only does Homosexual sex fall outside the boundaries for the sinless expression of sex given 
by God in Scripture, it is also specifically mentioned in Scripture as immoral, wicked, degrading, 
shameful, perverse, detestable, unnatural, vile, sinful, impure, and indecent. (NIV) 
 
We understand that, as fallen people, we all have sexual tendencies and desires that tempt us to 
satisfy these desires outside of marriage.  Just as it is sinful for heterosexuals to act upon our 
sinful sexual desires, so it is sinful for homosexuals (those who have sexual attractions to the 
same sex) to act upon their sinful sexual desires. 
 
As sinners battling temptation ourselves, we are sympathetic to sincere Believers who struggle 
with same-sex attraction and covenant to helping all who earnestly desire to overcome those 
temptations and live a life of holiness unto the Lord.  Same-sex attraction is not a natural desire 
to be given in to, but a sinful desire to be fought and defeated by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Scriptural Support: 1 Corinthians 6.9, 13-19; 7.2, 9; Genesis 19.5-6; Leviticus 18.22; 20.13; 
Judges 19.22-24; Romans 1.24-32; Genesis 18.20-21; Eph. 5:3; Col. 3:5; 1 Thess. 4:3, 7 
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III. Gay Marriage 
 

As the Creator of life and the Author of marriage, we believe that God alone is authorized and 
qualified to define marriage.  God ordained marriage with the joining together of the very first 
man and woman (Genesis 2.20-25).  Jesus Christ affirmed God’s definition of marriage (Mark 
10.6-9; Matthew 19.4-6).  Every single regulation pertaining to marriage given in the Books of 
the Law (Genesis-Deuteronomy) has to do with male/female relations.  Every example of 
marriage in Scripture is male/female.  No example of Gay marriage exists in Scripture.  The only 
alternative given in Scripture to male/female marriage is a life of unmarried celibacy (1 
Corinthians 7). 
 
Also, since God ordained all sexual relations to be performed within the bounds of marriage; and 
since homosexual relations are clearly defined as sin in Scripture (see “Scriptural Support” under 
point II), it would be a contradiction of God’s Word to allow for and support Gay marriage. 
 
In coming to this conclusion, it is not our desire to deny American citizens equal rights under 
American Law.  We live in a free country and endorse liberty for all.  It is our desire to separate 
the institution of Biblical marriage which God created and defined, with the institution of state-
sanctioned, legally-binding contracts between two individuals, which the State may or may not 
define as “marriage.”  We will not recognize any State-defined “marriage” that does not line up 
with God’s definition of marriage as outlined in Scripture. 

 
IV. Origins of the Universe 
 

As society continues to produce natural explanations and theories for the existence of the 
Universe and all things contained therein (including and especially mankind); and reject any and 
all supernatural explanations (a divine, self-existent, all-powerful Creator); and as such natural 
explanations and theories have penetrated the thinking and beliefs of God’s Church; we, the 
members of Trinity Baptist Church, feel the need to clarify and stand upon our position in this 
matter. 
 
We believe the Genesis account for the origins of all matter, including the known Universe and 
the currently unknown reaches of outer space.  We believe the God of the Bible created all these 
things by the power of His Word in a literal six, twenty-four hour days.  We believe God 
created all life (including humans) instantaneously, and we reject Darwinian and/or macro-
evolution (the theory that species evolved into other species).  We accept micro-evolution (small 
changes within species) as compatible with the teachings of Scripture: that God created all living 
things within their “kind” (species).  Scripture allows for changes within a “kind” (i.e. – the 
many variations of dogs, etc.) but does not allow for evolution from one “kind” to another 
“kind.” 
 
We also reject the theory of Intelligent Design, unless the Intelligent Designer is clearly defined 
as the Creator God of the Bible; and as long as the definitions for “Intelligent Design” coincide 
with (or at the very least do not contradict) the Biblical account of Creation. 
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In making this stance, we do not blindly or ignorantly refute any “facts” or “laws” modern 
science has unequivocally proven.  We embrace scientific study of God’s creation and glorify 
Him for every new discovery that increases our knowledge of Creation, and humbles us with the 
complexity of the world God made for us to live in.  Our disagreement with natural science is in 
the starting point: while natural science looks at the facts and attempts to look backwards and 
theorize a natural starting point, we Creationists look at the same facts and look back to a 
supernatural starting point, which we believe to be explained (though not in complete detail) in 
the Genesis account of Creation. 
 
Steps for Revision 
 
In presenting and accepting these Beliefs, we recognize that they may be incomplete or require 
further clarification, and may need future revision. 
 
The steps for revision are as follows: 
 
1. A suggestion/motion is made for revision of all or parts of these Beliefs by a member of 
Trinity Baptist in a business meeting. 
  - the member making the suggestion/motion will present any    
  additions/subtractions/revisions in writing with corroborating    
  Scripture. 
 
2. The Elder Board will take the written suggestion and carefully and prayerfully discuss the 
proposed revision in one or more of their regular meetings, using Scripture as their guide and 
authority. 
 
3. If the Elder Board (by unanimous agreement) decides to adopt the revisions, they will revise 
the Belief Statement and present it in writing at the next business meeting for vote. 
  - a simple majority vote is required to adopt the revisions. 
 
4. If the Elder Board decides not to adopt the revisions, it will present written and verbal 
reasoning from Scripture - by the second business meeting following the proposed revision - why 
the requested revision was rejected. 
 
 
*Once voted on and accepted by the members of Trinity Baptist Church, these Beliefs, along 
with the church constitution, The 1833 New Hampshire Confession and the Baptist Faith and 
Message (2000), will become the rule by which all of our teachers and preachers will be 
measured and held accountable. 
 
**The development of a church Belief Statement is a never-ending process, as new heresies and 
cultural challenges present themselves.  The four articles presented in this Belief Statement are 
not meant to be a completed, final project, but the first step towards defining the specific identity 
of Trinity Baptist Church under the broader identity of the Southern Baptist Convention. 


